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REPORT 

NATIONAL ROUND TABLE 

„Reducing Inequalities & Exclusion, and Combating Homophobia & 
Transphobia Experienced by LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina” 

 

Sarajevo, UN House, 22  June, 2016. 

 

The national roundtable was held on 22 June, 206 in Sarajevo as a key activity of the Bosnia 

and Herzegovina component of the project “Being LGBTI in Eastern Europe“. The national 

roundtable was organized by UNDP and supported by USAID. It brought together LGBTI and 

human rights community members and activists, civil society representatives, government 

representatives, UN agencies, USAID and other international development partners.  

The aim of the round table was to present the project “Being LGBT in Eastern Europe“ and in 

particular the Bosnia and Herzegovina component, to discuss the priority issues related to 

human rights of LGBT persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to induce a dialogue which 

includes national decision makers, LGBTI and human rights based civil society organizations, 

their allies and other stakeholders as well to indicate the way forward.  

34 participants attended the national round table in Sarajevo. (A detailed list of participants 

can be found at the end of this report). 

The participatory methodology of the event enabled LGBTI organizations and individuals to 

voice their concerns and needs, share experience and propose constructive and realistic 

solutions. A clear set of recommendations for the way forward was articulated during the 

event. Given the fact that government representatives and International 

organizations/Embassies were also present the event was an important milestone in 

discussion of LGBTI matters in Bosnia and Herzegovina as it facilitated an important 

exchange of ideas, concerns and information that was new to many involved. 

Representatives from the government were involved in the discussion together with civil 

society representatives.  

Ms. Sezin Sinanoglu, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, reinforced UNDP support  to the people of LGBTI in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina recognizing the issues and challenging they are facing She stressed that this first 
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meeting in Sarajevo, in the frame of the regional project “Being LGBTI in Eastern Europe“, 

served as a platform to bring stakeholders together and discuss needs and problems LGBTI 

persons face and to come up with ideas and address concrete measures.  She emphasized 

that for the UN a situation where LGBTI persons face exclusion, discrimination, violence, 

criminalization and death due their sexual orientation is absolutely unacceptable. Respect of 

human rights of all citizens is something that needs to be ensured. At the end she concluded 

that although positive steps have been made in Bosnia and Herzegovina with respect to 

LGBTI issues, there is still a lot of work that needs to be done in this respect. Therefore, she 

expressed her hope that this project will generate strategic partnerships to initiate changes 

the country needs. She thanked the government and USAID for their support and assured 

that UNDP will continue to engage in the LGBTI issues in BIH.    

Ms. Saliha Djuderija, Assistant Minister for Human Rights and Refugees, was also very 

supportive to the topic. She recalled that the Ministry has already been working on this issue 

and has invested efforts to improve the situation of LGBTI persons. The most recent effort in 

this light was the amendments to the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination which is 

anticipated to be adopted soon. She stressed the importance of coordination with civil 

society actors in identifying priorities. However, given the complex structure of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina reforms and changes require coordination efforts with various governmental 

levels which can be quite challenging. Therefore Ms. Djuderija emphasized the importance of 

such round tables where dialogue was initiated between various stakeholders to discuss 

jointly priorities and needs.   

Ms. Jasminka Dzumhur, Ombudsmen BiH, stressed the continuing support the Ombudsman 

Office for BiH has been receiving from UNDP and USAID. She emphasized the importance of 

such an event and greeted the presence of various stakeholders at this event such as 

representatives form civil society organizations but also representatives from legislative and 

executive authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She mentioned that the Ombudsmen Office 

in BiH is organizing a regional conference in October 2016 in Sarajevo and proposed to 

extend a conference day dedicated to LGBTI issues in cooperation with key stakeholders 

such as those present at the national round table. She greeted the organization of the 

national round table and emphasized that a critical mass of stakeholders was gathered at the 

event that is able to initiate changes. The Ombudsman Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 

preparing for the first time a Special Report on protection of human rights of LGBTI persons 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the initiative  is supported by UNDP and USAID.  

Mr. Steven Majors, USAID BiH, welcomed the start of the regional project “Being LGBTI in 

Eastern Europe“ and stressed that there was a good timing in hosting this round table, 

having in mind the recent attacks on LGBTI population around the world and in particular in 
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Orlando, USA. After Orlando the USA leadership has decided to get more involved in human 

rights and LGBTI issues. With respect to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Majors stated that positive 

steps have already been taken regarding the protection of human rights of LGBTI persons 

but much more needed to be done. 

 

 

Foto: UNDP BiH 

Mr. Boyan Konstantinov, UNDP BPPS and regional manager of the regional project “Being 

LGBTI in Eastern Europe, informed the participants that the regional project involves the 

countries Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia. He emphasized that the project was aimed to strengthen data and evidence 

base in the participating countries on human rights violation, to increase awareness of 

stakeholders on human rights of LGBTI persons, change the way of perception and to 

enhance the capacity  of governments and civil society organizations for meaningful 

engagement. He mentioned the activities that were foreseen within the project such as the 

country reports “Being LGBTI in.....“, on-stop shop conducted by ERA and regional dialogue 

to outline the next steps. He stated that this project was just a beginning adding that a 
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second phase will hopefully be initiated with the focus on advocacy work and civil society 

organizations being the main leaders.  

Ms. Dragana Todorovic, Co-Executive Director of ERA, gave an overview of the newly 

established regional organization ERA – LGBTI Equal Rights Association for Western Balkans 

and Turkey. ERA aims at supporting LGBTI movements in the region. She reminded the 

participants about the alarming lack of implementation of legislation and policies in the 

region which relates to protection of human rights of LGBTI persons. She also reminded on 

the existing homophobia in the region and gave the following figures: 

- More than 60 % of people in the region deem that being gay, transgender, etc. is still 

a sickness, 

- more than 70 % of LGBTI people in the region have suffered some form of 

harassment, 

- more than 30 % of LGBTI people in the region have suffered physical violence, 

- more than 50 % of LGBTI people in the region have faced discrimination, 

- more than 20% of people in the region are of the opinion that LGBTI persons are 

criminals. 

She pledged for the importance of a more positive public atmosphere and acceptance of 

LGBTI persons in the society.    

Mr. Sasa Gavric, Sarajevo Open Centre, reminded the audience of the fact that in Bosnia and 

Hercegovina LGBTI persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina are still not fully integrated in the 

society: 

- LGBTI persons together with Roma persons are the most unaccepted population in 

BiH, 

- Only 8 % of BiH citizens would accept his or her child if it was a LGBTI person, 

- 64 % would try to cure his or her child or even reject him or her, 

People in Bosnia and Herzegovina still have prejudices towards LGBTI persons and think that 

being gay is a sickness. Only 10 % of BiH citizens know a LGBTI person. Discrimination of 

LGBTI persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina is present but not registered accordingly. At the 

end he stressed that institutions need to do more.  He gave clear recommendations for 

actions that need to be implemented in order to better protect and improve the situation of 

LGBTI persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

Mr. Srdjan Kukolj, Action Against AIDS, stressed how important this topic was and that there 

was a need to continue with such dialogues. He also emphasized that the visibility of LGBTI 

persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to be strengthened. He also stated that there is a 
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need to address the issue of discrimination and that people infected by HIV in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina are completely discriminated and marginalized. He concluded by stressing the  

need for education  and sensitization of health workers and social workers on LGBTI issues.  

Ms. Dajana Bakic, Tuzla Open Centre, stated that her organization is the first organization in 

the Tuzla Canton that addresses LGBTI issues. She stressed that people on the local level 

were not enough sensitized towards this issue. According to her there was an urgent need 

for more visibility of LGBTI persons on a local level but also for more advocacy work no a 

local level. She stressed also the importance of education of public officials and media for 

being more sensitized towards LGBTI issues but also for more legal and psychological and 

social aid for LGBTI persons.   

Ms. Selma Jahic from the Ombudsmen Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina gave an overview of 
the legal framework when it come to the protection of human rights of LGBTI persons in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. She stressed that most of the citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina are 
not well informed about the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination and about their rights in 
this view. In 2015 the Ombudsmen Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina received nearly 3000 
cases which refer to some sort of human rights violations. The majority of the cases refer to 
the violation of political and citizens’ rights. She stated that in 2015 this Office registered in 
total 159 cases of discrimination. Out of that number 16 cases refer to gender issues. 
 
Mr. Sasa Leskovac, Gender Agency Bosnia and Herzegovina, informed the participants about 
the Gender Action Plan Bosnia and Herzegovina which also addresses the promotion and 
protection of human rights of LGBTI persons. The Action Plan among others foresees the 
work on improving the legislation, education and sensitization of public officials and 
awareness raising. The Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina has adopted an 
Action Plan against Discrimination in April 2016 which also tackles the protection of human 
rights of LGBTI persons.  
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Foto: UNDP BiH 

CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMEDNATIONS: 

 IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO ADOPT LAWS AND MEASURES- THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION 

AND THE FULL INSTITUATIONAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR IMPLEMENTAITON 

NEEDTO BE ENSURED; 

 

 INVEST EFFORTS IN CREATING A POSITIVE PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT FOR THE  

INTEGRATION OF LGBTI PERSONS IN THE SOEICTY; 

 

 POLITICIANS AND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES NEED TO PROVIDE OPEN AND 

HONEST SUPPORT FOR LGBTI PEOPLE; 

 

 RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF LGBTI PEOPLE  NEED TO BE INCLUDED IN ALL PUBLIC 

POLICIES AT AL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO STOP THEIR INSTITUTIONAL 

MARGINALIZATION; 

 

 CONDUCT AND IMPLEMENT THE LAW ON GENDER IDENTITY IN ORDER TO 

SYSTEMATICALLY RECOGNIZE AND REGULATE SEX CHANGE;  

 

 CONDUCT AND ADOPT THEACTION PLAN FOR THE EQUALITY OF LGBTI PERSONS;  
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 CHANGE AND AMEND THE CRIMINAL CODES OF THE ENTITIES AND BRCKO DISTRICT 

AND EXPAND THE PROVISION ON INCITING HATE AND VIOLENCE SO THAT THEY 

INCLUDE SEXUAL ORINTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY AS PROTECTED GROUNDS; 

 

 CONDUCT AND IMPLEMENT LAWS IN BOTH ENTITIES AND BRCKO DISTRICT WHICH 

WOULD LEGALLY RECOGNIYZE SAME-SEX PARTNERSHIPS AND DEFINE THE RIGHTS 

AND OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM COHABITATION OF TWO PERSONS IN SAMESEX 

PARTNERSHIP; 

 

 INVEST EFFORTS IN DIRECT WORK WITH LGBTI COMMUNITY, STRENGHTEN GRASS 

ROOT ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS PROVIDE SUPPORT TO SMALLER INITIATIVES; 

 

 PROVIDE LEGAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL AID FOR LGBTI PERSONS. 

 

 MULTILEVEL APPROACH NEEDED: POSITIVE LEGISLATION, POSITIVE PUBLIC 

ENVIRONMENT, STRENGTHENING AND INCLUSION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND 

EDUCATION AND SENSITIZATION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS.  
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      Foto: UNDP BIH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAY FORWARD 

 DRAFTING THE REPORT ON “BEING LGBTI IN BOSNI AND HERZEGOVINA“ 
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 THE PROCESS OF DRAFTING THE REPORT WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A 

CONSULTATIVE PROCESS IN WHICH VARIOUS KEY STAKEHOLDERS WILL 

PARTICIPATE 

 

 EXPERTS MEETINGS AND ANOTHER ROUND TABLE WILL BE ORGANIZED BY UNDP 

TO ACCOMPANY THIS INCLUSIVE PROCESS: 

 

o DRAFT REPORT WILL BE DISCUSSED WITHIN THE EXPERT GROUP 

 

o INPUTS WILL BE GIVEN THAT WILL BE INCLUDED INTO THE REPORT 

 

o PARTICIPATORY APPROACH OF ALL KEY STAKEHOLDERS WILL BE ENSURED 

 

o PEER REVIEW OF DRAFT REPORT  

 

o BROADER ROUND TABLE TO DICUSS THE DRAFT REPORT WILL BE 

ORGANIZED 

 

o REGULAR COMMUNICAITON WITH KEY STAKEHOLDESR WILL BE 

MAINTAINED 

 

o FINALIZATION OF THE REPORT 

 

 

 LAUNCH OF FINAL REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 NAME LAST NAME Institution/Organization 
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1. Saliha Đuderija Ministry for Human rights and 
Refugees BiH 

2. Jasminka  Džumhur Ombudsman BiH 

3. Selma  Jahić Omnudsman Office BiH 

4. Almedina Karić Omnudsman Office BiH 

5. Mirsad Isakovic Parliamentary Commission on 
Gender Equality BiH 

6. Saša  Leskovac Gender agency BiH 

7. Sanja  Dakić Gender Agency BiH 

8. Leila  Hodovic Gender Centre FBiH 

9. Arben Murtezić Center for Education of Judges 
and Prosecutors FBiH 

10. Steven Majors USAID BH 

11. Mirna Brešan OSCE BiH 

12. He. Ms. Vibeke  Lilloe Norwegian Embassy 

13. Leila  Fetahagić Netehrlands Embassy 

14. Dajana  Bakić Tuzla Open Centre 

15. Goran  Zornić KVART, Prijedor 

16. Maja  Lukić-Schade SOC 

17. Branko  Čulibrk KVART, Prijedor 

18. Nino Zelenika LIBERTA, Mostar 

18. Srđan Kukolj Action Against Aids, Banja Luka 

20. Saša  Gavrić Sarajevo Open Centre 

21. Jadranka Miličević CURE 

22. Marija  Vuletić CURE 

23. Lejla Huremović SOC 

24. Dragana Todorović ERA 

25. Boyan Konstantinov UNDP BPS 
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26. Fatima  Čengić UNFPA 

27. Dženana Aladžuz Infohouse 

28. Rasim  Ibrahimagić YHIR 

29. Naida Kučukalić SOC 

30. Almir  Tanovic Swiss Embassy 

31. Sezin  Sinanoglu UN/UNDP 

32. Armin  Sirčo UNDP 

33. Dženan Kapetanović UNDP 

34. Mirela  Gruenther-Đečević UNDP 


